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The need of a more modern translation of the New Testament 
than that now in use in the Church of England is being felt by some 
scholarly members of that church and the preparation of such a trans- 
lation is contemplated. As a preliminary to it, a translation of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews along the lines proposed is being made as an experi- 
ment. The developments of this enterprise will be followed with interest 
by American students of the New Testament. 

The Society for Biblical Study, which represents the best 
scholarship of England, in an effort to spread the popular study of the 
Bible, has offered the Burkitt bronze medal for 1913 and 1914 to the 
writers of the best essays upon "The Maccabee Period in Its Relation 
to the Apocalyptic Hope," and "St. Paul and the Mysteries." Essays 
upon the former subject must reach the secretary, Mr. F. C. Cook, 
Laleham Road, High Welwyn, England, before April 1, 1913, and on the 
latter subject before April 1, 1914. It is understood that American 
students may also compete for the medal. The essays are not intended 
to be the work of mature scholars, but of advanced students in the New 
Testament field. 

George De Witt Castor, professor of New Testament literature 
in Pacific Theological Seminary, Berkeley, Cal., was drowned, on July 
14, 191 2. His death removes one of the most promising of younger 
American New Testament scholars, and will be mourned by a wide 
circle of friends. Mr. Castor graduated from Yale Divinity School 
in 1904 and after spending the year 1906-7 at the universities of Marburg 
and Berlin, took the degree of Ph.D. at Yale University in 1907. 
Since that time he has been professor at Berkeley. He has been a con- 
tributor to the Biblical World and the Journal of Biblical Literature, 
and has collaborated with Professor Charles F. Kent on some of his 
his Old Testament books. 

Dr. Carl Clemen of the University of Bonn has just issued a large 
and important work entitled Die Entstehung des Johannesevangeliums. 
Professor Clemen is known to American scholars by the lectures which 
he gave at several universities in the winter of 1908-9. His discussion 
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of the Fourth Gospel is a timely contribution to the study of the problem. 
He concludes that the author of the gospel was a Jew by birth, who 
belonged, not to the first, but to a later generation of disciples and was 
a follower of the apostle John whom he highly revered. The gospel 
was, in its main material, written between 94 and 115 a.d. in or near 
Ephesus, where the apostle John lived in the latter part of his life, and 
where he had given his followers much valuable information concerning 
Jesus. The purpose of the book was in part polemical and in part 
apologetic. 

Professor R. H. Charles, to whom New Testament scholarship 
is so greatly indebted for many volumes of first importance in the field 
of Jewish literature contemporary with the New Testament, is about to 
publish a two- volume work upon the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. 
The Oxford University Press announces this publication and promises 
that it will appear by the end of the present year. The work is to con- 
tain an English translation of all the Jewish writings commonly grouped 
under these two heads. It will contain about one-third more material 
than the great edition by Kautzsch. Each of the writings will be given 
in English translation, with critical apparatus, introduction, and com- 
mentary. It is also announced that Professor Charles will soon publish 
a second edition of his Book of Enoch. The translation will be based on 
the text which Dr. Charles himself published in 1906, and which is 
exhaustive so far as existing textual materials go. The edition with this 
and other changes will be an important advance upon his first edition. 
The Oxford University Press also announces for the near future an 
edition by Professor Charles of The Zadokite Fragments, which Dr. 
Schechter has recently published. 

Professor Benjamin Wisner Bacon, whose portrait appears as 
the frontispiece of this issue of the Biblical World, is one of the best- 
known New Testament scholars of America. His name is also well 
known abroad. He was a lecturer in the Oxford Summer School of 
Theology the past summer, and he also delivered an address at the 
Leiden Congress. A year ago he was honored with a degree at Breslau 
in connection with the two-hundredth anniversary of that university. 
Two years ago he was one of the Americans to speak at the Fiinfter 
Weltkongress fur freies Christentum und religiosen Fortschritt in 
Berlin. He has also been a frequent contributor to foreign periodicals, 
such as the Expositor, the Hibbert Journal, and the Zeitschrift fur die 
neutestamentliche Wissenschaft. 
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Professor Bacon graduated from Yale University in 188 1 and from 
Yale Divinity School in 1884. After completing his divinity studies 
he spent twelve years in the pastorate where he had already distin- 
guished himself as a scholar before he was called to the chair of New 
Testament criticism and exegesis in Yale Divinity School in 1896, a 
position which he still occupies. During his pastorate he translated 
Wildeboer's Kanon des ouden Verbonds and published two important 
Old Testament studies: The Genesis of Genesis and The Triple Tradi- 
tion of Exodus. Since entering upon his professorship at Yale he has 
worked in the New Testament field, where his numerous and scholarly 
productions have made him a foremost figure in the theological world. 
He has been a frequent contributor to the Biblical World, the American 
Journal of Theology, the Journal of Biblical Literature, and the Harvard 
Theological Review. He is also the author of a number of important 
books on the New Testament, e.g., Introduction to the New Testament, 
The Sermon on the Mount, The Story of Saint Paul, The Beginnings of 
Gospel Story, The Founding of the Church, A Commentary on Galatians, 
The Fourth Gospel in Research and Debate, and Jesus the Son of God. 



